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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 9/8/04 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 16-18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hartmann et al. (EP 0260703). 

2. Regarding claims 16-18, Hartmann discloses a method for manufacturing a 
honeycomb structure comprising: forming by extrusion a formed body having an outer 
wall, partition walls provided inside the outer wall, and cells each surrounded by the 
partition walls extending to an axial direction of the body; drying the formed body; 
receiving the formed body on a cradle which has receiving faces formed as a V-shape 
where the angle between one face of the outer wall relative to the horizontal plane is 45 
degrees; and the same cradle is used in the forming and drying steps. See Fig. 2; EPO 
Translation pages 2-5. 

3. Regarding claim 21 , Hartmann discloses a honeycomb structure that contains 
ceramics. See EPO Translation, page 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 22 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hartmann et al. (EP 0260703) in view of Kazuya et al. (JP 2001-019533). 

Hartmann does not disclose the composition of the honeycomb structure. However, 
Kazuya discloses a honeycomb structure containing silicon carbide. See Kazuya, JPO 
Translation, para. 1 3, 48. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to provide a silicon carbide composition, such as 
suggested by Kazuya, because it provides good thermal resistance. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 11-15,19, 20, and 23 are allowed. The following is an examiner's 
statement of reasons for allowance. 

Hartmann discloses an angle of at least one face of the outer wall of the cradle 
relative to the horizontal plane that is 45 degrees. However, it would not be obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to change the angle to a range 
of 15-35 degrees. Furthermore, it would not be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to include a cut at the apex of the V-shaped cradle. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa W. Chaet whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8094. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yogendra N. Gupta can be reached on 571-272-1316. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Robert B. Davis/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1791 

MWC 

January 25, 2008 



